
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

~ p p l i c a t i o n  No. 12653 of  C l e t i s  Haywood Freeman, pu r suan t  t o  Paragraph 
8207.11 of  t h e  Zoning Regu la t i ons ,  f o r  a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  pa rk ing  
requ i rements  (Sub-sect ion 7202.1) t o  pe rmi t  the convers ion  o f  a 
s i n g l e  f a m i l y  dwe l l i ng  t o  a f l a t  i n  t h e  R-5-A D i s t r i c t  a t  the pre -  
m i s e s  1230 Savannah P lace ,  S .E., Square 5946, Lot  60. 

HEARING DATE: May 17,  1978 
DECISION DATE: May 17, 1978 (Bench Dec is ion)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  is  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
Savannah P lace ,  S .E. between 1 2 t h  Place  and 1 3 t h  S t r e e t  and is  i n  
a n  R-5-A D i s t r i c t .  

2. T h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  is  98 f e e t  b y  24.55 f e e t  and i s  improved w i t h  
a semi-detached dwe l l i ng  which was c o n s t r u c t e d  p r i o r  t o  May 12,  
1958 t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  Zoning Regula t ions .  

3. The s a i d  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  two s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e s ,  one i n  t h e  
f r o n t  and t h e  o t h e r  a t  the s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  s a i d  s t r u c t u r e  
is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  on  e i t h e r  s i d e .  

4.  The s t r u c t u r e  c o n t a i n s  two f l o o r s  and a basement. The 
a p p l i c a n t  d e s i r e s  t o  u s e  the f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  basement a s  one 
dwe l l i ng  u n i t  and the second f l o o r  a s  a n o t h e r  dwe l l i ng  u n i t .  Each 
dwe l l i ng  u n i t  w i l l  u t i l i z e  a s e p a r a t e  en t r ance .  

5. While a f l a t  is a pe rmi t t ed  u s e  i n  a n  R-5-A zone, the 
a p p l i c a n t ,  under  Sub-sect ion 7202.1 o f  the Zoning Regula t ions ,  
must p rov ide  one o f f - s t r e e t  pa rk ing  space  l oca t ed  on t h e  same l o t  
a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b e f o r e  a C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  Occupancy can  i s s u e .  
Appl ican t  cannot  p rov ide  t h i s  space  and s eeks  a v a r i a n c e  from t h e  
pa rk ing  requ i rements .  

6. The a p p l i c a n t ' s  one s i d e  yard  is covered w i t h  trees and 
b u s h i e s  . 
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7. Savannah Place on which the  sub jec t  proper ty  is located,  
is developed with semi-detached houses on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The houses 
a r e  located a t  the  e l e v a t i o n  of 3 t o  4 f e e t  above the  s t r e e t  l eve l .  
This d i f f e rence  i n  e l e v a t i o n  between the  S t r e e t  and the  houses has  
the  e f f e c t  of prevent ing the  provis ion  of parking on the  l o t .  None 
of the  houses on Savannah Place have parking on the  l o t .  Parking 
is a v a i l a b l e  on both  s i d e s  of the  s t r e e t .  

8. The app l i can t  had previous ly  requested the  same r e l i e f  a s  
now sought. By BZA Order No. 1 2 1 1 2 ,  dated January 19, 1977, the  
Board granted the  variance.  The approval expired due t o  the  
a p p l i c a n t ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  apply f o r  a C e r t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy wi th in  
the  s i x  months per iod a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of the  Order. 

9. There was no oppos i t ion  t o  the  app l i ca t ion .  

10. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8C made no recommendation 
on the  app l i ca t ion .  

11. The Municipal Planning Office,  by r e p o r t  dated May 10, 1978, 
recommended approval of the  app l i ca t ion ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based on the  record the  Board concludes t h a t  because of the  
condi t ion  of t h i s  s p e c i f i c  p iece  of proper ty  t h e  s t r i c t  app l i ca t ion  
os  Sub-section 7202.1 of the  Zoning Regulations would r e s u l t  i n  an 
except ional  and undue hardship  upon the  owner of t h e  property.  The 
Board f u r t h e r  concludes t h a t  the  r e l i e f  h e r e i n  can be  granted with- 
out  s u b s t a n t i a l  detr iment  t o  the  publ ic  good and without s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
impairing the  i n t e n t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the  Zone p l a n a s  
embodied i n  the  zoning regu la t ions  and map. Accordingly, i t  is 
ORDERED t h a t  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (John G. Parsons, Charles R. Norr is ,  Chloe th ie l  
Woodard Smith, William F. McIntosh and Leonard L. McCants) 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING AJDUSTMENT 
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ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 1 2  JUN 1978 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOP- 
MENT WITHIN A PERIOD O F  S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


